lot of warer is wasted because many
Apcnple give little thoughr 1o where it

comes from and where it goes afrer they use it
Yerless than 1% of the Earth's warer is available for
human consumption. There is no “new * water on
Earth. Municipal drinking water in Westfield comes
from a number of different sources, The Granvyille
Reservoir, a surface water source located in the Town of
Granville, conmmibures approximately 60% of the Cig's
drinking water. All of the water from this source is
mreated and filtered at our treamment facility in the Town
of Suuthwick, The City also has six (§) actve ground-
water wells located off Fast Mountain Road, Healyoke
Road, Union Street, and Northwest Rozd, Due mo the
conmmination of two municipal wells on Shaker Road
in 1989, the Ciry pedodically puechases water from the
Springfield Regional Water System w meet consumer
demands. This witer comes from their Cobble Moun
tain Reservoir surface water source and is treated at
their West Parish Filter Faetlity in Westfield,

Read on to learn about casy steps you can take at home
to conserve Westfield's precious water supply!

Watering Your Landscape

*  Choosing geasses and plznts suitable to the
conditians of your vard is one of the most
important ways o conserve warer. 1 you have
sandy, dry soil, select more drought tolerant
natve plants and grasses.

WHY WATER
CDNSERVATION plantng beds fur added urganic marrer 2nd

*  Mix compost and decomposed manure into

IS [M RTANT better moisture retention.

*  Lse mulches such as strow;, bark mulely, and
leaf ligeer around perennials, vegetables, and
shrubs o help maincsin moisiure retenton in
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Try the coneepr of Xeriscaping which means Tandscap-
ing for water conservadon’. The idea is to use plants
thar require less warer. Below is a Lst of native plants
that grow well in drer conditions,

Lowbush Bloeherry
| Vaceivinne angartifalin
Plants For Dry to Moist Sites, Full Sun to Partal ek o
Shade, Adidic to Neutral pH ﬁ

Shadbush Amelanichier s Highbush Blueberry Vaczinivm corpmbomas

Gray Birch Besula popuiifolia facyged AR ety
S it Conioid b EET T T S e
Pin O:k Osieraus palusiris
Butterflyweed Asclepar tuberasa
Aster Aster beevis
U, < A rter agurens
" ; J’r Aster plarnsicoides
Bed Ozk Coreopsis Coreapais lanceolst
Oerens v Hayscented Fern Dennrigediia
) pinsctilobiel
i / Maximilian Sunflower  Hleliantbas masinilian
Tupine Lipantsis perenmis
Goldearod Solidage rigida
Bird's Foor Viaolst Vieda pedata
Quaking Aspen Pepwlscr tremuloides
Cherey o N SRR A BN NS AT
Purple Love Grass Eragratis spectabilis
Liztle Bluestem Sirprinchizn
Bearberey Areastaplylas wra-west ronparisn
IN] Tea Cronetbus americana
Sweetfern Compisnia peregring Household Water Conservation
Gy Dogwood Cﬂr_m "‘mt”f”‘f Bathroom facilides daim neady 75% of indoor
RadiCedar Juniperus virgiuiana water usage!
Toilets

*  How many cmes a day is the toilet flushed
in your house? Toilets can account for
PR almaose 30% of all indoor u::m::r use, more
Spirea latifelia :hfm any other fixture or applianee, Older
toilets (installed prior 1o 1994) use 3.5t 7
pallons of water per flush and as moeh as 20
allons per person per day.




When watering, place sprinklers in arezs
where vou won't be wastefully watering the
road or your ddveway, and water in che early
morning o prevear fungal growth and

minimize evaporation from the midday sun.

Water deeply and infrequently. Deeper water-
ing encounrages the roos of grass to grow
lung and healthy, allowing your lawn w0
survive drier periods and save money on
vour water hills. Most lawns need abour one
inch of water to saturate prass roots 4-6
inches in length, Place an empty coffee can
ini the watering area and measure the amount
of water in the can to determine when you
have warered enough,

Reduce the amount of lawn in your yasd and
replace it with nagve wildflowers, grasses,
trees, and shrubs. Groupings of narive planes
suitahle o the conditions of your site oot
only require lietle watering but provide
habirat for wildlife

It is narural for yoor lawn to um brown in
late summer. Many lawn grasses are cool
season grasses that thrive under the cooler,
moisture conditions of spring and carly
summer. Cool season grasses namurally go
dormant in lare summer and there isn’t much
all the watering in the world can do. If this
teoubles your acsthetic sensibilites, be sure
your lawn mix has both warm and cool
season grisses to provide you with the most
grreen throughaut the entine growing season
without having to neediessly waste water 1o
pur off dormancy.

Run roof gutters into cisteras to collect
rairmwarer and use for watcdng gardens and
ather plants around the house,

Use a tdgger nuzzle un your hose so that
warer is not running when you don’t need ir.
A migger nozzle is best because it turns off
autnmatically.

*  Replacing an old roilec with 2 new model
cin save a typical household 7,900 1o
21,700 gallons of water per year. Consider
flushing the toilet one less time a day and
installing #n vlra-low flush toiler that uses
only 1.6 palluns per flush.

» Is it possible that your toilet has a leak,
You can test it by putting 10 drops of fooc
colaring in the tnk. Don't flush for 15
minutes. 1§ the colured water shows ap in
the bowl, the tank is leaking, Have the leak
repaired ro eliminate wasting waeer.

Showers and Faucets

»  Don't let the water run when you brush
vour teeth, shave, or wash your face and
szve more than 5 gallons per day,

= Keep a jug of water in the refrigerator so
that you don't have to run the faucert ta get
cold water.

«  When filling the wk, don't waic for the
water ta pet hor before plugging the drain.
That initial cold water will be warmed by
the hor warer o follow,

*  Take 2 quick shower rather than 2 bath and
save an average of 20 gallans of warer,

= Select the appropeiate warer level for the
size of your luzd of laundry, Use full lozds
whenever possible.



